Aegean Festival raises a glass

Summer event on Syros unites opera with theater, classical music and dance

By ELis Kiss
KATHIMERINI ENGLISH EBITION

ERMOUPOLI — As raised glasses herald-
ed the "Drinking Song,” the signa-
ture “La Traviata™ toast set the tone
—both on and off stage.

Directed by Italian choreographer
and neswly appointed artistic direc-
tor of the Greek National Opera Re-
nato Zanella, the popular opera
served as the curtain raiser of the Tth
Annual International Festival of the
FAepean, taking placein Emmoupolion
Syros, the capital of the Cylades, un-
il Judy 25.

Standingat the orchestral podium,
the festival's founder, Peter Tiboris,
conducied the Pan-Furopean Phil-
harmonia Orchestra, as Gluseppe
Verdi's "Brindisi™ led Violetta (sopra-
no Matalia Ushakova) into the arms
of her Alfredo (tenor Israel Lozanao).

The mood atthe Apolla Theater, al-
&0 known as La Picoola Scala due'to
its resemblance to Milanese theater,
was festive —and with goad reason,
Once again, the annual event brings
to the island high-caliber artists —
among them Acadermy Award win-
ner Olympia Dukakis — giving the lo-
cal commundty and s visitors a
chance to attend classical music and
pratorio concerts as well as theater
and dance performances. While pri-
vate initiative has ahways been & piv-
ptal player in the arts, this takes on
greater meaning at a time when cul-
tural matters are stuck at the bottorm
ofthe list of prierities in this country.

ForTiboris, a Greek-American con-
ductor, music director and concert
producer boasting a 30-year-old suc-
cessful run in New York City alone,
the establishment of 8 summer event
in Greece has a twofold dimension,
both sentimental and creative,

"My ‘giagia’ [grandmother] came
from a village outside Megatopoll, in
the Peloponnese, a place with a
strong Orthedox tradition,” Tiboris
told Kathimerini English Edition pri-
or to opening night. "1 have been
coming to Greece for 30 years and
what happens here is really impor-
tant tome. It's difficult but there is

Peter Tiboris fabove), the founder
of the International Festival of the
Aegean. Right: A scene from 'La
Traviata' at the Apollo Thealer.

light at the end of the tunnel.”

What makes Syros 2 good location
for an international festival?

“The opera house. It was built by
the Italians and the acoustics are
wonderful. It's elegant and has a
great history; it's the real deal,” he
said, acding that the island’s loca-
tion, a short distance from Myconos
and Santorini, is alsoa plus.

Besides the action at the noble
Apolo, festivalevents spillinto other
parts of Ermoupoli, including the Or-
thodox Cathedral of 3t Nicholas and
the central Miaoulis Square, where
Carl Orffs "Carmina Burana” and
Mikis Theodorakis's "Zorba Suite”
will be interpreted tornorrow.

With a final performance of “La
Traviata” taking place this evening,
the festival is set to continue with
multi-award-winning American ac-
tress Olympia Dukakis in a staged
reading of “Rose,” written by Martin
Sherman and directed by MNancy
Meckler, In the one-woman play, the
Ukrainian-Jewish B0-year-old Rose
tells a gripping personal tale of life
throughout the 20th century.
Dukakis performs at the Apolio The-
ater onJuly 19 and 20.

Another highlight s “Medea's
Choice,” the warld premiere of a bal-
let based on the opera by Mikis

Theodorakis, as conceived and di-
rected by Zanella, also the festival's
dance director. Performances take
place on July 22, 23 and 24 and will
feature Maria Kousouni as Medea
and Danilo Zeka as Jason. The festi-
val's finale on July 25 looks into the
future with the second annual Greek
Opera Studio Gala Performance, a
SWIMITET 5INgINE program directed
by Flnnish sopranc Eilama Lap-
palainen, the festival's artistic ad-
ministrator and Tiboris's wile,

Spearheading the festival finan-
cially is Tiboris's MidAmerlca Pro-
ductions, 4 company whose achieve-
ments includes being the largest in-
dependent concert producer at New
York's Carnegle Hall. MidAmerica is
covering 83 percent of the festival's
budget {which includes sponsors),
with the Municipality of Syros pick-
ing up the remaining 15 percent of
the tab and Syros-based sponsors
aiding with accommedation, for in-
stance. In addition, the festival is
proving to be a major boost tothe lo-
cal economy. Besides attracting visi-
tors to the island, the cveni's 500
guest artists this season are also act-
ing as tourists in return.

“I'was after working in a manage-
able environment, looking for a place
accessible to performers,” noted Ti-

baoris. “While the festival Tuns for
about two-and-a-halfweeks; my wife
and Hive on Syros for about 14 weeks
a year. We also get major support
from the community of Syros.”

The love affairwith the island con-
tinues and Tiboris and his team are
already working ona landmark Apol-
lo Theater anniversary, On Easter
Sunday in 2014, Verdi’s “Rigoletio"
will return to the theater 150 years
after its debut en the Syros stage.

While a friend once referred to the
Cycladic festival as the *Salzburg of
the Aegean,” Tibaris is quick to point
out that the event has a long way to
g0 before reaching that kind of sta-
tus, Inthe meantime, however, inter-
nationally acclaimed artists contin-
ue to come to the island to perform
and more and maore visitors are mak-
ing plans according to the event’s
PIOgram — Coming up next year are
Shakespeare and Ihsen playsas well
as a tribute toMahler.

“Right now we're running at high
levels artistically and making plans
in advance is key to making things
rin smoothly,” noted Tiboris. “We
are making sure that there is variety
and strong performances.”

For more information on the event, go
o wwnw festivalofthenegean.com.




